Leys News 


Delivered FREE to over 5000 homes across the Leys 


PLAY PROVISION ON The 
Leys is under threat because 
of a major funding crisis. 


The holiday play schemes #7 
that have run in the area for [% 


the last 12 years are facing 
the axe because the offer of 


free facilities at Windale 
School has had to be 
withdrawn. 

There is also concern 


over The Leys Kiddies Club 
that meets at The Dovecote, 
as the facility is woefully 
under used. Staff who run 
the drop in sessions on a 
voluntary basis fear that 
unless families start to make 
use of the free facility, it may 
be lost. 


Ruth Brown, who together + 


with two other childminders 
started the club seven years 
ago, said: “The club is for 
children from birth to five and 
used to be very well used. 
Lately our numbers have 
started to dwindle and now 
we are worried that if people 
don’t make use of us, we may 
end up closing. People seem 
to think that the club is just 
for childminders but that’s not 
the case at all.” 

Ruth, and colleagues Joy 
Clark and Maureen Sim are 
also concerned that __ if 
alternative provision is not 
found for the holiday 
playschemes, their room 
could end up being used for 
those sessions instead. 

This will mean that all 
the play equipment and 
resources will have to be 
moved out of the room and 
stored elsewhere for the 
Summer months. It could 
also mean that the club will 
not be able to meet during 
the long summer holidays. 

Ruth added: “We have 


Use us or lose us! 


Worries over play provision on The al 


Pictured: Ruth Jones with her son Marley George aged 22 months and Jayden Clarke aged 21 months 
enjoying the sunshine in the outdoor play area at The Leys Kiddies Club. 


worked so hard to raise 
money to buy all the 
equipment here and make 
the place really homely and 
welcoming. If the holiday 
play scheme is run from 
here it will be so hard for us. 
We will have to move 
everything out of the room. 


“We have worked really 
hard to establish the club as 
a great free facility for 
children on this side of the 
estate, as there really is 
nothing else. We hope that 
the community will support 
us.” 

The loss of play provision 


has dealt a blow to local 
families who have come to 
rely on the much needed 
holiday play schemes. 
Nathan Knight, chair of 
the Dovecote Voluntary 
Parent Committee said: “We 
have always worked with 
Windale School to offer 


these schemes, but there 
has now been a daily rent 
charge of £250 introduced 
and we are no longer able to 
offer this. Rent of this 
amount is way beyond our 
budget.” 


More than 70 dogs were micro chipped during a special event at Blackbird | Leys 


The RSPCA micro chipped 48 dogs for free thanks to community 
funding from Thames Valley Police, the Blackbird Leys 
Neighbourhood Action Group and Oxford City Council. 
Neighbourhood Sergeant Rob Axe said: "We managed to chip 72 
dogs which is a record apparently, and over 150 people came along 
to the event. Kind thanks should be given to Andrew Bartholomew 
who is a local vet and gave up his time free of charge. We are also 
grateful to the Leisure Centre for allowing the event to be held 
there for free and thanks to the Blue Cross and Street Wardens who 
provided stalls. It was a fantastic few hours with dogs and their 
owners queuing outside from 9am. It was great to see a cross 
section of dogs and for the community to meet the Neighbourhood 


Policing Team." 


ISSUE 73 

MAY 2010 

Art and Culture... .. 2... cece eee 5 
Business and Enterprise............2+055 6 
Children’s Page... .. eee nee e nee 10 
Parentingisnc<icrncaw ee oe ace wa 11 
LEASING: 6 ive cece eee eee eK 13 
What's ON} iii ei aie 15 


job well Sanne for linitea” 


Launch of new buying 


group on the Leys 


To find out how to save 
money see centre spread 


Do you like macaroni? 


I don’t. Read the second 
installment of Mr Negen 
Nove’s Reward on page 10 


Get ready for the 
festival season! 


See page 5 to find out about 
the latest addition to the 
Cropredy line up. 


WIN! Concert tickets 
up for Grabs. 
May Day Wordsearch 
competition, page 10 
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to providing news and 
information to the whole 
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affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any resident 
to get involved in our 
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Contact 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Office Manager: 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who 


Board of Directors: 
Sasha East (chair), Teresa 
Fieldwick, Sebastian 
Fraczkowski, Javad Gohari, 
Marie Jones, Roy 
Simmonds, Alex Solaja 


Editor: 
Sarah Edwards 


Office Manager: 
John Charlton 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Volunteers: 
Janet Pavelin, Nirmala 
Devi, Rachel Williams 


Contributors: 

Katie Chester, Nirmala 
Devi, Kevin Dyer, Megan 
Howard, Trisha Gibson, 
Sian Jones, Donna Joy, 
Joanne Lindsay, Stuart 
Mabbutt, Jacek Majewski, 
Robyn Parfitt, Zoe Parfitt, 
Anna Pavelin, Miriam 
Picha, Catriona Watson, 
Alan Witton 


Leys News 
14 


Out early 
June 


Copy & 
Advertising 
Deadline: 
14 May 


Letter from the Editor 


PHEW! 


Well here we are in May with the first 
monthly edition of Leys News on the 
doorsteps. We all really hope that you 
enjoy this month's paper and that all 
our hard work and planning has been 
worth it! 

You will see that as well as the 
usual mix of news, sport and features, 
we have a special supplement in the 
centre to launch a very exciting new 
project on The Leys that could save 
families thousands of pounds a year. 

The Leys Community Buying 
Group aims to tackle high fuel prices 
as well as help you to save money on 
other every day products and services 
that we all need to buy from large 
corporations (and usually pay FAR too 
much of our hard earned cash for!) 

The buying group needs your 
support and input to make it a 
success so please come along to the 
first meeting and share your thoughts 
with the organisers. 

This month sees the Women's 
Business Network going from strength 
to strength, and I am delighted to 
have been asked to go along and talk 
at one of their meetings so I am really 
looking forward to getting to know 
more of the members. 

We were very pleased to be invited 
to the publishing department at 
Oxford Brookes’ University, and 
members of the Leys News 
Community Journalism Project spent 
time learning more about page design 
and publishing techniques as part of 
their recently completed Community 
Journalism Training. You can read all 
about this on the learning page. 

We have said a fond farewell to 
our office manager Anna Pavelin who 


after several years with Leys News 
has gone off on her travels for a while. 
We are hoping to have regular 
postcards and contact from Anna so 
that we can keep you all up to date 
with where she is in the world. I am 
sure you all join me in wishing Anna 
well in her new endeavours and 
thanking her for the immense hard 
work and dedication that she has 
contributed to Leys News during her 
time here. 

A very warm welcome to our 
new Business and Community 
Development Manager John Charlton 
who will now be responsible for 
running the Leys News office on a 
daily basis. John has run businesses 
before and brings a _ wealth of 
experience, knowledge and expertise 
to Leys News. John also works with 
Age Concern Oxfordshire so has direct 
experience of working within the 
voluntary and not for profit sector. 

We are delighted to have John on 
board and wish him every success in 
his new role as part of the Leys News 
team. 

Please do get in touch and let us 
know what you think about YOUR 
paper becoming a monthly 
publication. We always love to hear 
from you, whether it's the good, the 
bad or the ugly so email me at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
Enjoy your first monthly Leys News! 


Look forward to hearing from you very 
soon 
Best wishes 


Saralw 


You are cordially invited to attend the 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of 
LEYS NEWS LIMITED 


On Monday 10th May 2010 at 7.00pm 


in the 
Leys News Office 
26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Light refreshments will be available 


R.S.V.P to the Office Manager 
on 01865 711756 or 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Leys News Editorial 


The next meeting will at the Boiler Room Cafe, 
Pegasus Road at 10.30am on June 1 


Come along and tell us your news, 
or comment on how we can improve the paper. 


SUBMISSIONS 


Leys News welcomes submissions and ideas for articles and photographs 
from all sectors of the community. If you would like to send us a press 
release about your community project please email it to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk and we will consider it for publication in a future issue. 


The next issue of Leys News will be delivered on June 5 and the 
deadline for advertising and editorial copy is May 14. 


Leys News | May 2010 


Goodbye and good luck Anna! 


burst into tears because we were so 
relieved. 


What are your plans after leaving 
us? 

My first plans are to have a year of 
travel and spiritual adventures. 


Where do you think you will go on 
your travels? 

The first thing I will do will be to stay 
in a monastery in Greece followed by 
a month in America staying with a 
friend in Virginia. After that I'm 
planning to walk the Pilgrimage walk 
in Spain Camino Santiago de 
Compostela. 


After spending three years at Leys 
News, office manager and business 
development manager Anna Pavelin 
has left for a year for adventure and 
travel in Greece, America and Spain. 
During her time with Leys News, 
Anna built up not only a successful 
community business but also a great 
reputation for being enthusiastic, 
supportive and dedicated to making 
Leys News the success it is today. We 
are all going to miss Anna, and just 
before she set off on her travels, 
Leys News Community Journalists 
Robyn and Zoe Parfitt grabbed her 
and asked her a few important 


What did you enjoy most about 
working at Leys News? 

I liked the variety of different 
activities, working with different 
people and being in a small 
organisation meant I got to try my 
hands at things I wouldn't get to ina 
large company. 


What will you do when you come 
back? 

I am not sure yet, but I thought I 
could create a website about 
emotional, psychological and spiritual 
health. 


questions! 


When did you join Leys News? 
I joined Leys News in spring 2007. 


What was your most 


embarrassing moment at Leys 


News? 


Going round to all the pubs in the 
area trying to persuade men to take 
part in the Mr Leys competition! 


What was your best moment? 
There were lots of great moments 
working for Leys News. One of them 
was when we had visitors from the 
Wates Foundation and they told us we 


What do you enjoy most about 
world travel? 


I like meeting new people and having 
new experiences. I also enjoy 


travelling itself, my favourite form of 
transport is the train and I especially 


enjoy sleeping on trains. 


Our new Office Manager and Business 
Development Manager is John 
Charlton. John joined Leys News in 


April and has lots of experience of 


Leys News. 


would be getting a three year grant. 
Jean, one of our volunteers, and I 


Letters 


working in both the commercial and 
charity sector. We are delighted to 
have John on board and wish him 
every success during his time with 


The Leys needs banks, restaurants and shops 


Dear Leys News 

I know your paper aims to 
proclaim the best about 
the Leys, wherever it is 
found. But, for a commu- 
nity of around 12,000 
people (more than a 
medium-sized market 
town like Thame or 
Henley), we do have one 
or two major drawbacks 
as a place to live. 

We don't have a bank, 
only a _sub-post office 
where some banking busi- 
ness can be done. This may 
all be part of a dastardly 
plot by bankers to keep 
what they perceive as the 
‘lower orders’ away from 
access to bank accounts. 
The Government says it is 
looking at compelling 
banks to offer accounts to 
everyone who has a valid 
UK address. But isn’t it 
even more important to 
make sure that all those 
‘valid’ UK addresses have 
easy access to bank 
branches? Even Cowley is 
a long way to travel if you 
need to do something that 


can't be done from a cash 
machine; and not all of us 
can access online banking, 
even if we wanted to. 
Secondly, we don't have 
much in the way of proper 
eating places — just several 
daytime cafes (none the 
worse for that) and one or 
two ethnic takeaways. Just 
ask yourself - if you had a 
best date you wanted to 
impress, would you take 
her (or him?) to anywhere 
in The Leys? Possibly the 
eateries at the Kassam 
would qualify — but they are 
a long walk or a short drive 
away for most of us. 
Thirdly, and (for now!) 
finally, our shops are fairly 
basic. Although you could 
just about keep body and 
soul together by shopping 
in The Leys, for anything 
more elaborate you need 
to travel. And nowadays, 
even Cowley Centre seems 
to be seeing more shop clo- 
sures than openings. And 
£1 each way on the bus 
(for those who have to pay 
it!) adds disproportionately 


to the cost of a basic shop- 
ping expedition. To get to 
Tescos on Garsington Road, 
you can't even get there on 
the bus since they savaged 
the Greater Leys bus serv- 
ice — just a half mile walk 
along a badly-lit pathway 
from the nearest conven- 
ient bus stop. And haul 
your shopping the same 
half mile back to get home! 

I'm speaking of course 
mainly for those of us 
(probably a_ significant 
number of Leys residents) 
who don’t have access to 
a car. Car owners have lit- 
tle difficulty in accessing 
all of these services — but 
what does it do for global 
warming? 

Let's hope that a com- 
bination of good planning 
and positive responses 
from local enterprises can 
fill all or most of these gaps 
before some of us get too 
old to benefit! 

Yours sincerely 
Alan Witton 
Greater Leys. 


The views in this column do not necessarily reflect those of Leys News. 
We love to get letters from readers. Letters can be emailed to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or posted to 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 


7BX by May 14. 


Leys News is a company limited by guarantee No. 3591512 


Oxfordshire © ; 
Community Foundation —&, 


Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House, Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire. RG14 2DW 


Leys News acknowledges valuable advice from Matt Dillon at Lloyds TSB and Mark Rusher from Critchleys. Leys News acknowledges financial assistance from: BMW Group Plant 
Oxford, Catalyst Communities Housing Association, DW Contractors, Oxford Citizens Housing Association, Oxford Brookes University, Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation, Oxford City Council’s South East Area Committee, and the Wates Foundation. 


te 
Pol od 
+ UKs 
EUROPEAN UNION 
mn Socal Fund 


ropes 


a Catalyst _, BER 
Poca) 2 Communities \\V/((}]|[((QS OXFORD 
tp | foundation counen. 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


A fond farewell to a community guru 


Leys Community Centre Manager Paul Isaacs moves on to pastures new. Interview by Catriona Watson 
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WITH A GREAT capacity for 
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£ ; ba 
Paul Isaacs [centre top] at his leaving party. Photograph by Donna Joy. 


development worker, an internal by some to be "unachievable". 
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Leys WI is one year old 


The Leys WI celebrated its first 
birthday at its April meeting with 
belly dancing and a party. 
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The evening started with a belly dancing 
workshop run by Jenny Wells. She performed 
two dances to traditional music before teaching 
us some basic steps. We then practised these to 
music, following Jenny's guidance, before being 
shown more steps and then pairing up and being 
let loose to improvise our own routine. 

After the dancing, there was a well earned 
rest and natter whilst eating party food and, of 
course, birthday cake! 

This was a perfect opportunity for a brief 


to be incidents, but when you look | reminder of upcoming events e.g. craft taster 


empowering people and 
harnessing community resources, 
Paul Isaacs has a reputation. In 
organising the Leys Fair, 
participating in a local quilting 
project, or offering support for 
individuals to develop on a 
personal level, his philosophy that 
"small details are as important as 
the big ones" has enriched the 
relationship he has built in 
Blackbird Leys and beyond. 
Initially working for Oxford City 
Council in 1989 as a_ sports 


appointment led him to work with 
the community centre in Barton, in 
1992. As project manager, his 
trouble-shooting skills, and the 
successful establishment of 
Barton's community centre, meant 
that in 2000 his advice was sought 
and aé_ relationship with the 
Blackbird Leys community began. 
At that time the community centre 
was in debt, and struggling. When 
Paul was brought in to turn it 
around, the task of reclaiming the 
area's reputation was considered 


Paul describes it as "really really 
interesting". He points out that 
running a bar is not key to a 
community centre's success, and 
said: "If you run a community 
centre properly you should break 
even at least." 

Paul's strong conviction is that 
The Leys has a much worse 
problem with negative publicity 
than it deserves. He added: "There 
are always fantastic people around 
With the size of the population we 
have here, there are always going 


at other parts of the country, if this 
is the worst that Oxford has to 
offer, then we don't really have 
much to worry about." 

With his emphasis on providing 
opportunities for people, helping 
build self-esteem, and providing 
good management, leadership and 
training means there isn't a 
shortage of people to take on the 
active challenges of community 
work.... 


Continued on page 14 


day and a visit to RHS Wisley, as well as a catch 
up from our sub groups (knitting, reading and 
walking). 

Drummer Jeremy Renals gave a brief talk 
about his traditional drum and gave a superb 
demonstration. He was accompanied by Jenny 
Wells and Natalie Alsamhauri and more dancing 
was available to those that had the energy! 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 5 May, 
7.30pm (at the Clockhouse) and includes a talk 
titled 'From Russia With Love’. 


For further information please email 
theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


Sensing a need on The Leys 


A brand new community facility offering a variety of opportunities for children 
with impairments has opened at The Dovecote. The Sensory Room includes a 
large colourful bubble tube with fish, a vibro-acoustic body pillow, UV sensory 
box a visual sensory box and much more. Miriam Picha caught up with Carol 


What is the Dovecote? 

It is an under eights children’s 
building. It runs an after school 
club, play scheme and family 
drop in. We are very happy to add 
to that our new sensory room. 


How did the sensory room 
come about? 

Over the years the Dovecote has 
worked with families on The 
Leys. We have always had a lot 
of children with varying needs, 
using the centre. We wanted to 
be as inclusive as possible to 
ensure that the centre benefits 
ALL the local residents. We 
therefore applied for funding for 
a new sensory room through The 
Aiming High Charity. 


Richards from The Dovecote to find out more. 


A ~ x + > 


What is a sensory room? 

Our sensory room is a purpose 
built room which helps to 
stimulate and challenge children 
with impairment and challenging 
needs. There are lots of activities 
to do in the sensory room. The 
specialist bubble tube, ever 
changing patterned lighting and 
carefully chosen music helps to 
calm and stimulate the children, 
especially those that have vision 
impairment, as well as children 
with challenging behaviour. 


Why is there a need for a 
sensory room? 

There is a need for a sensory 
room because we have a lot of 
children living on The Leys with 


various impairments and we are 
always thriving to be more 
inclusive, and the sensory room 
is a great way to add further to 
that inclusion. We also use it as an 
extension of the after school club 
sessions. The children love it. 


Who are you trying to attract 
to use the sensory room? 
Currently we have a number of 
children with impairments using 
the sensory room, as well as 
some local children with 
challenging behaviour. 

The population on The Leys 
is sizeable and we want to 
encourage more local parents 
and groups to make full use of it. 
Whilst the emphasis is children 
with impairment, we welcome all 
children aged between four and 
12 years old. 

Rooms can be booked for up 
to an hour and can take up to 
three children with an 
accompanying adult. However, 
this is dependent on the needs of 
the child/children. Please call 
me [see details below] to 
arrange a suitable time and date 
and I will do my _ best to 
accommodate your needs. 

We would like to encourage 
local groups, organisations and 
parents to come in and use this 
wonderful new facility, free of 
charge. 


The sensory room is available Mondays and Wednesdays 11.30am until 2.30pm, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 10am until 2.30pm, and on Friday 10am until 12.30pm. 


For bookings contact Carol Richards on 01865 712299 or email me at leysdpc@hotmail.com 
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~ been so got! 


Jane trom Halifax 
Read. my story online at 


wwwslimmingworld.com 


\ } /)j 
ek, 


'M and friendly group near you today... 


Blackbird Leys 
The Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road 
5.10pm and 7pm 

Tel: Gill 01865 730009 
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www.slimmingworld.com because you're amazing 
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There for you 


SPAR 
Dunnock Way 
Greater Leys 


OPEN 
7AM TILL 10PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


Wine Festival 
259% off French 
& South African wines 


05 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


E a Free taster sessions, including gym, swimming and dance 

O Free health checks and one day pass to gym facilities 

; O Entry into a prize draw to win a free one year’s gym membership 
; Oo Free creche and bouncy castle = 


The events will be taking place at: \ 
J 
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Arts and Culture Focus 
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BMW Group Many thanks to BMW Group Plant Oxford 
Plant Oxford for sponsoring this page 
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Brit Flick to be filmed on The Leys 


A NEW FILM, Scum Dog 
Millionaire that follows in the 
footsteps of Brit flicks Lock 
Stock, Layer Cake and 
Trainspotting is to be shot in 
Oxford and the headquarters 
for the shoot will be at The 
Barn on Greater Leys. 

Local residents will have 
the chance to take part in 
the film and get some first 
hand experience of the 
movie business. 

The story is about local 
drugs dealer Frank who 
wants to get enough money 
to set up a record label. To 
raise capital Frank sells 
drugs to university students, 
night clubs goers and kids. 

Trouble ensues when 
parents on the housing 
estate Frank lives on protest 
to get him kicked out of their 


INTERNATIONAL STARS TO PLAY AT CROPREDY 


THE internationally acclaimed 
dub-reggae collective Easy Star 
All-Stars will be playing at the 


neighbourhood. All of this 
takes place at the wrong 
time for Frank who wants to 
be part of a big music indus- 
try conference that is taking 
place in the city. With groups 
like Ride, Supergrass and 
Radiohead coming’ from 
Oxford, major record label 
executives are coming to a 
huge industry conference in 
the city where they hope to 
find new talent. Big Mick is 
one of the major record label 
execs who is desperate to 
find the next big act to come 
out of the city because his 
label has been losing money. 
To make a killing Mick 
intends to sign unsuspecting 
acts to a series of rip off con- 
tracts. The issue is who will 
be the naive idiots that listen 
to Big Mick's promises that 


announced the 2010 Cropredy 
line-up is complete, and 20 acts 
will perform for more than 30 


will lead nowhere? 
Scum Dog Millionaire will 
feature cameos from many 


big name artists’ with 
footage from events like 
Oxford's Truck Festival 
already in the can. 

Robeyne’ Story, who 
played Malfoy's side kick in 
Harry Potter and Goblet of 
Fire is penned to be in the 
film. 

To keep the action going, 
international prize fighters 
based at Oxford's Mixed 
Martial Arts Academy will 
have roles in the film as the 
tough guy scenes in the film 
call for high kicking and cage 
fighting moves. 

Leys residents will get a 
chance to try out for roles 
and they can find out more 
by joining the _ film's 


band was the surprise hit of the 
festival and we are sure All- 
Stars will be just as popular 


Facebook page. Local resi- 


dents Gavin Brackett, 
Matisse Fareria, Alysia Jones 
and Darren’ Vasler_ of 
Butterworth Place have 


already been cast. Gavin and 
Matisse act as debt collec- 
tors for a local drug seller. 
Darren will be seen as an 
angry parent who challenges 
a drugs dealer who tries to 
sell Mephadrone to _ his 
eleven year old daughter. 
Alysia's part is shrouded in 
mystery but will involve her 
being seen training inside 
Oxford Spin and Fitness by 
local gym owner/personal 
trainer Lisa Naish. Actors 
workshops will be held in the 
Barn and will be run by 
Amantha Edmead who has 
had parts in the Bill and East 
Enders. 

There is also an opening 
for Leys residents to become 
extras. Parts include, 
protesting parents, police 
women, drug addicts, tat- 
tooed hard men, music fans 
at concerts, talent scouts 
and doormen/bouncers. 
Some of the roles and walk 
on parts are perfect for peo- 
ple who have an urban, rock 
chick or metal look. 

Sasha East of Catalyst 
Housing who helped bring 
the production company to 
the Barn sees the project as 
a great opportunity for local 
residents. An anti drugs doc- 
umentary is being shot on 
the Leys as part of the film's 
initiative to make a positive 
impact in the community. 
With contributions from 
Windale School and the 
assistance of Deputy Head 
Ms Diane Carbon, Scum Dog 
looks like it will help to give 
young people a chance to 


see that they can make pos- 
itive choices in their life. 

Leisure Centre manager 
Ben Oakley Rowland has 
also contributed to the anti 
drugs documentary by giv- 
ing a group of local young 
people space to prepare 
their contribution to a one 
hour documentary. 

Some filming has already 
started for trailers that will 
be on the web in mid May 
but the main photography 
begins in June with actors 
workshops due to start at 
the end of April. 

Scum Dog is the second 
media based project to come 
to Blackbird Leys. Back in 
2006, Channel 4's The 
Singing Estate saw a choir of 
over 40 Leys residents meet 
many high profile artists, 
travel across Europe, per- 
form at the Royal Albert Hall 
and then in front of the 
Queen. 

There will be follow up 
workshops, designed specifi- 
cally to help those who want 
to make careers out of their 
experience, and 20 young 
people between the age of 
16-19 will be offered train- 
ing opportunities so that 
they have work experience 
that can be used as part of 
their CV. 


For information about the 
film, its training 
opportunities, being an 
extra or the actor's 
workshops, search for Scum 
Dog Millionaire on Facebook 
and become a friend to get 
updates. 


EVERYBODY SALSA! 


Pegasus School scoops salsa 


from artists 


Regal Oxford, 


trophy! Report by Donna Joy 


SCHOOL CHILDREN from across The Leys came 
together to take part in a Salsa Challenge Day 
at Pegasus Primary School. 

The children of Pegasus Primary, Orchard 
Meadow Primary and Rose Hill Primary danced 
to three dances in pairs and in a group to songs 
like Shakira, 
mesmerising salsa tunes. Each school took it in 
turns to perform some astounding dance 
moves, considering that they had a one hour 
lesson a week adding up to only one day in 
total, it was a delight to see how well they had 
done in such short time. There were also two 
special performances from Paul Healy who was 
the compere’ from 
Cheltenham and did an elegant solo dance, and 
a breath taking performance by a pair of 
professional dancers which just overwhelmed 
the crowd and by the end of the challenge had 
them all up dancing. 

The children were judged as a whole school 
by three judges Tracy Berry, Salsa Picante from 
The Regal Oxford, David Larcombe from The 
and Sally Marsdon 
Salsanativa Swindonas. 

Each child received a certificate and medal 
with the a trophy going to the school with the 


as well as to 


the salsa squad in 


from 


. Trisha’s 


i ad 


WHEN DO WE make the transition 
of dancing like maniacs to 
enjoying a side step with the 
handbag? When does clubbing 
get given the back seat for a 
good musical or a night in front 
of strictly? Is there an age limit 
to get into a festival? I suppose I 
was wondering if there is a time 
when you have to hang up your 
dancing shoes because dancing 
like a lunatic in a nightclub well 
just looks wrong. 

Does singing while you are 
hoovering count? I actually really 
don't want to give it up although 
I prefer to sing while ironing, it 
makes it much more fun! 

Music never stops with age, 
it's actually quite annoying. 
Having to ask my children what's 
number one, trying to teach 
children about the appreciation of 
the likes of great musical artists 
such as Elvis, The Rolling Stones 
and Pink Floyd only to be 
attacked by a backlash of JLS, 
Chipmunk and Lady GaGa! 

I see the point that we have 
to move with the times and 
adjust to the music surrounding 
you but does it have to mean 
throwing away my Peter Cetera 
tapes? I actually think I still own 
Now That's What you Call Music 
1, although my sister swears 
blind I taped over it with my own 
rendition of Puff the Magic 
Dragon. I have profoundly 
apologised for many years ! 

Oh Ok and my favourite 
musical is Oliver, but honestly I 
don't watch strictly! 

Trisha x 


LETS GO OUT! 

You can buy a day ticket to V 
Festival at ticketmaster.com 
for just under £110. There 
are also some Reading and 
Leeds Festival tickets 
available but be quick 
because with a headline of 
Guns and Roses chances are 
thin! 


If that's not your cup of tea 
then you can catch Mr Hudson 
with support from Tinie 
Tempah May 3 at Oxford O2 
Academy. Book now while 
there are tickets available. 


If that's not your cup of tea 
then you can watch some 
world class opera at The New 
Theatre. With a night at the 
Opera May 27. 


Whatever, wherever...enjoy! 


Late night at the museum 


salsa factor which this time round was Pegasus 
School. 


with the crowd. And with us, of 


three-day Cropredy festival in hours over the weekend. 


VISITORS TO The Pitt Rivers Museum 


August. Festival co-organiser Simon course — we're big fans too." ; __. | in Oxford have a chance to see the 
Tickets are already on sale _ Nicol, lead singer with Fairport Other acts appearing at HS even was Organised by George Marini «| ilecHonet creiics eas torchlight 
for  Fairport's | Cropredy Convention, said: "Easy Star airport's Cropredy Convention Who said: “This was a very exciting moment | — May 28. 


and very rewarding for the children as it not 
only gives them skills in salsa lessons but it 
brings boys and girls dancing together having 
fun with the added factor of giving them 
motivation with good exercise while learning to 
dance." 

George also runs classes for adults which 
are held at The Regal. So if you feel like getting 
fit go and check out some fitness dancing just 
in time for summer. 


Convention which takes place 
on Thursday 12, Friday 13 and 
Saturday 14 August at its usual 
farmland location north of 
Banbury, Oxfordshire. 

With Easy Star All-Stars 


All-Stars might seem a bit left- 
field for Cropredy but we always 
put on a very wide range of 
music to appeal across genres 
and generations. Last year, 
Dreadzone another dub-reggae 


include headliners Status Quo, 
Little Feat, Bellowhead, Rick 
Wakeman and Fairport 
Convention themselves. 


The timed torchlight trails within 
the Pitt Rivers will begin at 8pm 


accompanied by music. To celebrate 
the 150th Anniversary of the Museum 
of Natural History a Son et Lumiere will 
take place within the Museum of 
Natural History at 9.30, 10pm and 
10.30pm. Refreshments will be served 
in the Upper Gallery. 


The festival offers three-day (Thurs, Fri and Sat), two-day (Fri and Sat), and Saturday-only tickets 
with discounts for early purchase. Tickets can be bought online from Fairport's website 
(www. fairportconvention.com) or by post from PO Box 8413, Bilsthorpe, Notts NG22 8WY. 
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Business and Enterprise 


WOMEN MEAN 
BUSINESS! 


THE Leys Women's Business Network is an 
exciting new group for women who are self- 
employed, run their own business (whether 
full or part time) or who are thinking about it 
and would like to learn more. 

The atmosphere is fun and supportive 
and all are welcome, whether you've been 
running your own business for years or are 
just wondering whether it's for you. Party 
planners are welcome too. 

At the first meeting in March, 12 women 
had an entertaining and enlightening talk on 
marketing from experienced sales manager 
Kelly Jennings. There was also a chance to 
meet each other and hear about each other's 
businesses and business ideas. 

At the second meeting in April, several 
new members joined the Network and there 
was an enjoyable and useful workshop with 
Paul Griffiths of Business Link where the 
members learnt to give their 'elevator pitch' 
— how to powerfully present your business or 
business idea in 60 seconds - the time span 
of an elevator ride. The membbers all got a 
chance to practice and get feedback from the 
group. 

May's meeting will have the topic of 
‘Consultative Selling’ - how to ask your 
clients the right questions in order to capture 
their custom, and the speaker will be Kelly 
Jennings. 


The Women's Business Network meets on 
the first Tuesday of every month at 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX 
from 7.30-9.00pm. All women are 
welcome. To find out more email 
leysbusinesswomen@yahoo.co.uk, take a 
look on Facebook - Women's Business 
Network (Greater Leys and Blackbird Leys), 
and Twitter - www.twitter.com/leysbizwomen 
or just turn up at the next meeting on 
Tuesday 4 May. 
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If you would like to sponsor this page, please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 


Have business — will travel! 


Each month we profile a member of the Leys Women's Business Network. This month - Jenny's Mobile 
Hairdressing. Interview by Katie Chester. 


Tell us about your business 

I'm a local mobile hairdresser 
operating in Oxford. I offer all 
aspects of hairdressing: ladies’, 
men's, children's, highlights, 
colour, perms and weddings. 


ire Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX 
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‘Bric-a-brac *Plants 
Refreshments 
‘Handcrafts *Books 


and lots more! 


/ 
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Tel: 01865 395908 for details. 


Support your local community centre for 
over 50s. There's loads going on, and 
some groups welcome adults of all ages, 
so come and find out more. 


¥ 


for yourself? 

It was very useful when my 
children were younger to be able to 
work around them. It's great to 
have the flexibility and to be your 
own boss, not having someone 
telling you what to do! I like being 
independent and in control. 

What are the highs and lows of 
running your own business? 
For me, the main advantage is the 
freedom of being in control. I 
suppose the downside is not having 
sick pay and holiday pay, but to be 
honest, I've never had them so it's 
not a problem for me. Nowadays 
there isn't a lot of job security 
anyway, so I feel safer being in 
control of my own destiny. With 
working from home though, you 
tend not to get away from work. I 
get people phoning in the evenings 
to make appointments for example, 
but it becomes a way of life. 

What would you say _ to 
someone who is contemplating 
working for themselves? 

I'd say go for it! Obviously you 
need to research it first, and it's 
useful to have a bit of experience 
before you go it alone, but just do 
it! I've had no regrets. 

Plug your business! 

My service is convenient, flexible 
and cost effective. I come to your 
home at a time to suit you, so if 
you're housebound or have young 
children it's ideal. Highlights and 
perms cost from £37, and it's £15 
for a cut and blow dry. Call me on 
01865 776777 to make an 
appointment. 


; 
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How long have you been 
operating and how did you get 
started? 

I've been running my business for 
many years. I trained at Aylesbury 
College and worked in a salon for a 


couple of years to get some 
experience before going off and 
exploring the world. When I got 
back I moved to Oxford and started 
up my own business. 

What made you decide to work 


Come along and try out Samba! 


Back by popular demand! Weekly Samba dance 
classes for the over-50’s, run by a qualified dance 
tutor: 


(Pre-book at the deterrent conites or seit turn up) 


PpJOJXO 1SPq YINOS UI S,OG J2AO By} 104 


No previous experience necessary and no partner 
needed. Wear comfortable clothes. 


(NB: The leisure centre is on a good bus route with plenty of 
parking) 
j For more information contact: Claire Thompson on 01865 
252820 / cthompson@oxford.gov.uk 


Get Moving! is a 
partnership project: 


AGE 


Oxfordshire (U5 gs rogers 
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cOUNCH. 


BEING IN DEBT and hav- 
ing the constant fear of 
owing money that you 
simply do not have can 
turn your world upside 
down. In the last year 
more people than ever 
have suffered severe 
financial problems due to 
job losses, the increase in 
the cost of living and the 
rise of interest rates. 
However, help is at 
hand for anyone who lives 
on The Leys and is finding 
balancing the books 
stressful and worrying. 


Specialist debt 
advisor 


Jim Saunders [pictured 
above] is a specialist debt 
advisor with The Agnes 
Smith Centre. So how 
many people call on him 
for advice on a daily 
basis? "Not enough!" he 
replies. "On a drop-in day 
I see anything between 
two and 20 people to first 
discuss their debt situa- 
tion. I meet them first of 
all for about ten minutes, 
to look at the issues. Our 
first two meetings tend to 
be about getting the papers 
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The Big Feature 


Help with money worries 


This month our new Big Feature slot looks at how debt and money worries can impact on your life, and 
finds some solutions to ease the burden. Leys News Community Journalist Catriona Watson talks to Jim 
Saunders from the Agnes Smith Advice Centre, and 32-year-old Lizi Bowerman, a one-time debtor and now 
a debt advisor for Christian Action on Poverty. Lizi used to live on The Leys but now lives in Summertown. 


Debt advisor Jim Saunders 


together". 

The Agnes Smith 
agency gives out informa- 
tion sheets to let people 
know what details to pro- 
vide. There are forms to fill 
in to list incoming and out- 
going money. Afterwards, 
an appointment is made to 
decide how to manage the 
situation and to try and 
find a solution. Some peo- 
ple prefer to use drop-in 
appointments only, while 
others like to have more 
detailed discussions and 
ask for more support. In 
the long term, appoint- 
ments are available for an 
hour at a time. Jim 
added: "Agnes Smith will 
never charge for advice 
for anyone, but people 
need to contact us the 
minute they receive a let- 
ter from a creditor. 

“Most people wait until 
much later. When credi- 
tors contact someone, 
whether they are in rent 
arrears or other debts, 
there is huge pressure to 
make an agreement that 
someone can't. afford. 
With support from debt 
specialists such as us, 
creditors can be negotiat- 
ed with, and it is possible 


to come to an arrange- 
ment that suits your indi- 
vidual circumstances. The 
potential benefits of seek- 
ing advice are huge. We 
can negotiate with com- 
panies, and get reduced 
payments, bankruptcy, 
debt relief orders, even 
totally clear the debt. 
Court appearances aren't 
always necessary." 


Take action 


Jim added that he doesn't 
think it would be possible 
to manage debt without 
the support of a profes- 
sional debt —_ advisor. 
Clearing debt takes time, 
as negotiating with credi- 
tors, writing letters and 
keeping records can be 
complicated. He added: 
"It doesn't matter what 
advice friends give, 
friends can get it wrong. 
It can take an advice 
worker two to three years 
to follow specialist debt 
training. There have been 
some positive changes in 
the law, such as debt 
relief orders, that would 
be impossible to benefit 
from without working with 
a professional advisor." 


"Bankruptcy no longer 
has the stigma. Everyone 
in the country will know 
someone’ who's” gone 
bankrupt." 


Helping others 


For Lizi Bowerman, being 
in debt has helped her to 
help others. Now a debt 
advisor herself, Lizi's 
problems started when 
she was 19. 

She said: "I borrowed 
£500 to buy a computer, 
and paid it off. My credit 
rating went up because of 
that, and I was offered 
more credit. I wasn't 
extravagant, I got into a 
relationship with someone 
who had their own debt, 
and we got another loan 
to consolidate our debt, 
and halved it. It meant 
borrowing more. But by 
that time I felt better 
about being in debt. 

"We were earning 
well, and bought things 
for the family on HP. 
Children are expensive! It 
all started adding up, but 
I was the one doing the 
finances and I didn't want 
to be the ogre who always 
said we couldn't have 
things. The debt seemed 
fairly acceptable and we 
stayed on top of rent and 
council tax. I didn't have a 
clear idea of what our out- 
goings were, so_ that 
incomplete picture gave a 
false impression of what 
our circumstances were. 
Our income couldn't sus- 
tain our lifestyle, although 
we weren't buying BMWs 
or things like that." 

"We had to go to court 
over a dispute and it took 
two years and cost us 
£15,000 in legal fees. Our 
income greatly decreased 
as we reorganised our 
earnings, childcare needs 
and a new family life. By 
then we couldn't afford to 
manage the debt and pay 
our daily living expenses. 
I was 24 and it was fright- 
ening. I'd been in denial 


about how much _ it 
totalled up to, and it was 
a bit of a shock. At our 
lowest point, our debt 
totalled £45,000. We were 
sacrificing shopping for 
food to manage the debt. 
At this point we got in 
touch with the debt man- 
agement service at our 
church. 

“Turning to CAP, 
Christians Against Poverty, 
was just extraordinary. 
Their free full debt man- 
agement programme took 
us both through bankrupt- 
cy, over two years." 

Lizi added: "There's no 
quick fix for getting out of 
debt. If it were quick, 
what would you _ learn 
from this process? CAP 
provided us with budget- 
ing skills to ensure that 
we never got into that sit- 
uation again. Being in 
debt knocked our confi- 
dence, as we felt we'd 
really messed things up, 
and we were excluded 
financially. Our family left 
us to it, although they 
weren't judgemental. It 
was a big thing for me to 
admit that I couldn't man- 
age it myself. 

"The turning point for 
me was having a budget 
and someone else taking 
over our communication 
with our creditors, so we 
could concentrate on our 
family. Having this giant 
fighting our corner was 
great — the creditors were 
very nice to him in a way 
they would never have 
been to us. 

“By 2006 we were 
debt free and it was a 
huge relief. We now have 
much less stressful life, 
sticking to a budget. My 
advice to anyone with a 
debt problem would be: 
get help the minute or 
even the second you sus- 
pect you're struggling. 
Get help, get advice. 
Don't expect an easy ride, 
it is hard. But sometimes 
hardship is good for us." 
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Green Fingers 


Garden Ornamentation 


We gardeners are frequently wary of 
using ornaments and focal points in 
the garden. Clearly they are down to 
personal taste, and, in other people's 
eyes they can ruin a garden. 

Plants on the other hand, that are 
considered to be in the wrong place 
are of less concern. Possibly because 
we are more forgiving of them if they 
have chosen to seed themselves in a 
space in the garden that is convenient 
to the, but not us. 

Placed correctly, ornaments and 
focal points give some permanence to 
a garden, as they change very little 
over the years. 


Shady areas within the garden can 
be given a purpose if you place a 
statue or something there. Although 
it's nice, we don't actually have to fill 
every nook with plants. 

Ornaments placed on the top of a 
wall near to the top of some steps can 
produce an entry or transitional feel 
when navigating them. 

Placing an ornament that can only 
be half glimpsed can encourage 
visitors to explore the garden further 
which is always better than having a 
One dimensional garden that can be 
viewed in its entirety in a millisecond 
of entering it. 

Be brave, there is no need to shy 
away from garden ornamentation, they 
become old friends over the years and 
you can see their relevance once they 
are gone. 

Happy gardening. 


Cheers for Sunday bus 
to Greater Leys 


By Alan Witton 


GREATER LEYS RESIDENTS are 


going to enjoy a Sunday daytime 
bus service on the 12 route from 
Sunday June 6. Oxfordshire County 
Council has just announced finan- 
cial support for these journeys as 
part of its review of bus services in 
the Oxford City area. 

This is good news for Greater 
Leys residents. Up to now only the 
four evening journeys on service 
12C have served Greater Leys on a 
Sunday. Residents have been cam- 
paigning for some years for a 
Sunday daytime service, most 
recently at a well-attended meeting 
at Potter Court organised by Sasha 
East. 

The Sunday buses will run from 
Grenoble Road at 09.09 and every 
hour until 17.09 and 18.09 as far as 
Cowley only. Buses back from the 


city centre will leave at 09.45 and 
every hour until 17.45. All these 
will go by the present daytime 12 
route. 

There will be an additional jour- 
ney on service 12C outwards via 
Littlemore and Sandford at 19.10 
from St Aldates every evening. This 
will replace the present 19.15 jour- 
ney on service 12. 

There will be several other 
changes to times to improve relia- 
bility. In particular, peak hour buses 
will no longer go via Unipart (serv- 
ice 12B). This will enable the com- 
pany to give a more direct and reg- 
ular service for Greater Leys at 
these times. 


By the time you read this there 
should be a detailed timetable on 
the Stagecoach website: 
www.stagecoachbus.com 


OXFORD FUN RUN & WALK 


OXFORD ROTARY IS once again running this 
annual event on Saturday May 8 in the wonderful 
surroundings of Oxford University Parks with the 
main beneficiary being the Blackbird Leys based 
Pathway Workshop. 

It's just five kilometres of gentle running, or 
two and half kilometres for walkers. There is a 
special prize for the best fancy dress and there is 
a barbecue afterwards which is free to all entrants. 
The organisers hope that the event will raise 
between £2,000-3,000. This year the event will be 
bigger and better with The RAF Red Devils 
Parachute Display Team opening proceedings at 
10.15am. 

The main aim, of course, is to raise funds for 
those with disabilities and, if you are unable to 
walk/run, you are invited to pop down and support 
the event or, if you can't manage that, help by 
raising some sponsorship money towards this 
excellent cause. 


To find out more or to request an 
application/entry form call the pathway workshop 
on 01865 714111 or email equires@pathway- 
workshop.co.uk 


To find out other ways you can help the 
Pathway Workshop go to their website at 
www. pathway-workshop.co.uk 


CREATION RICKSHAW 
DISAPPEARANCE 


CREATION THEATRE, Oxford's 
largest producing theatre compa- 
ny, is putting out for a plea for 
help in locating its beloved rick- 
shaw, believed stolen over the 
weekend of 27/28 March. 

The bright yellow Creation 
branded contraption is an electric 
powered bicycle attached to a 
canopied two seater chassis - vir- 
tually unmissable on the streets 
of Oxford! Last seen around 1pm 
on Saturday 27 March, it disap- 
peared from the car park of 
Cherwell House on St Clements 
Street, despite being chained up. 

Used for publicity, the rick- 
shaw is a key method Creation 
uses to spread the word about its 
shows in the summer, as it is 
cycled around town. 

Creation is offering a reward of 
free tickets to its summer show for 
anyone who knows its whereabouts. 
Please report directly to Thames Valley 
Police if you have any information. 


Leys News Community 
Journalist Joanne Lindsay 
is taking part in the Three 
Peaks Challenge on May 30 to 
raise money for the MSF char- 
ity. Joanne said: "We will be 
climbing Snowdon, Scafell 
Pike and Ben Nevis in 24 
hours, which means lots of 
training and physical disci- 
pline." 


To make a donation please 
visit www.justgiving.com 
/3peaks4MSF 

or send a cheque to 32 Burton 
Place, Oxford, OX4 2RQ. 
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New community initiative to slash household bills 


A NEW community initiative that aims to save families across The Leys a thousand pounds a 
year off their household bills is to be launched in May 


THE LEYS COMMUNITY BUYING GROUP is the 
brainchild of community buyer Chris Pomfret who has 
started similar schemes in other areas of Oxfordshire 
that already cut costs for consumers. 

The initiative works by residents buying in a group 
and negotiating substantial discounts off many 
different products and services such as electricity and 
gas, mobile phones, stationery and even SKY 
television. 

Chris, who also runs W&G, a not-for-profit oil 
buying group which enables consumers to obtain 
discounts on heating oil, is inviting all residents in The 
Leys to find out about the new scheme by coming 
along to the launch. 

He said: “Families in The Leys are the same as 
anywhere, many are feeling the pain of paying their 
bills and with just a little organisation I know that this 
project will be able to ease some of the pain and make 
a real impact on the community as a whole.” 

By working together as a group, Chris says that 
large corporations lose their advantage of keeping 
consumers divided and they have little choice but to 
listen to the group’s demands. 

He added: “The power is in the group. When we 
buy together we turn the tables on big companies so 
that instead of them telling us what their best deal is, 
we tell them what our best deal is and they have to 
listen. It is a concept that works well in other parts of 
Oxfordshire although the size of this community 
means The Leys has the potential to become a huge 
success story for others to follow.” 

As well as saving money off household bills, Chris 
can advise on other discounts like cash back schemes 
on food and fuel, and has even come up with a unique 
way of making money by grouping goods that can be 
recycled. 

He added: “Most people know there is money in 
recycling mobile phones, computers and even 
battered old cars, they all have a value in the recycling 
industry. So why accept what is being offered, why not 
negotiate a higher group rate? So get those phones 
out of your drawers!” 

As well as the major savings to be made on energy 
and phone bills, Chris added that there is no reason 
why discounts cannot be negotiated on anything such 
as pet food, trainers and he is particularly enthusiastic 
about group buying products that are good for the 
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environment with solar panels a priority. Chris is also 
confident that the buying group can create income for 
local community groups, supply local products and 
result in employment opportunities for local people. 
He said: “Whenever I talk to people about buying 
groups they ask me why nobody else has ever thought 
of doing it on this scale - especially if it’s so good! 
Come along to the launch, find out for yourselves, see 
how much can be saved and tell us what you want to 
buy. Individuals, schools, community groups and 


done for United 


businesses can all benefit by getting together and 
using their group buying power. Imagine thousands of 
homes saving £1000 a year, what a real difference 
that would create in the lives of lots of people.” 


The launch of The Leys Community Buying 
Group will be held on May 28. 


For more information on the scheme see box right. 


WIN! WIN! WIN! 


Leys News has been given five fabulous but curious gadgets to give away in our special Leys Community 
Buying Group launch competition. Have a go at guessing what our gadgets are for and we will enter you into 
our prize draw to win one. Needless to say, this strange green plastic widget is incredibly useful and clever and 
can save you money, but how does it work? 


To enter please fill in the form below and send it to: Buying Group 
Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys Oxford 


by May 15. 


The winners will be announced at the special launch night of The Leys 
Community Buying Group on May 28. Please register your interest in 
attending the event on the competition entry form. As well as the chance to 
win a cash saving gadget, you can find out more about how the buying 
group will work, ask loads of questions and take advantage of special offers 
and treats to be provided by the buying group sponsors. 


DAY TIME PHONE NUMBER 


I THINK THE CURIOUS GREEN WIDGET SAVES YOU MONEY 


BECAUSE 


I WILL/ WILL NOT [DELETE AS APPROPRIATE] BE ATTENDING THE 
LAUNCH OF THE LEYS COMMUNITY BUYING GROUP ON MAY 28 


A 
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Environmental benefits 


A buying group exists in the first instance to 
save its members money. A community buying 
group has the additional reason of helping the 
community to help itself. However, this group 
can also have a very positive impact on the 
environment too. 

Bulk buying and grouping orders together 
means that those products that come by road 
can be delivered at the same time and huge 
amounts of CO2 can be extracted from the 
economy. Chris is passionate about extending 
this to bulk buying products and services that 
reduce energy use, improve composting and 
recycling, and raise awareness about buying 
carefully sourced sustainable products that 
benefit the environment further. Eventually 
leading to solar and renewable energy sources 
and tieing in nicely with the Greener Cleaner 
Leys we launched in the last issue. Save money 
and the environment! 


Case study: Sally 


Sally Stradling from Oxfordshire 
has benefitted from serious savings 
since Chris introduced her to the 
benefits of a buying group. 

She said: “I have saved loads of 
money! I am saving between £600 
and £700 a year on my telephone, 
internet and broadband access as 
well as electricity by buying them 
all from one place. My electricity 
bill has reduced from £32 to £18 a 
month and using a cash back card I 
am saving about £120 a year on 
food and petrol. I would strongly 
recommend joining a buying group 
because it really does add up to 
some great savings.” 


SO...how does it 


work? 

Chris Pomfret is an energy 
consultant and he has already 
set up buying schemes on other 
areas that have saved people 
hundreds and even thousands 
of pounds. Household bills can 
be slashed by simply 
negotiating as a group instead 
of as an individual. Chris said: 
“Other groups that I have 
helped to set up are very 
successful and really do make 
substantial savings for people. 
My message to The Leys is that 
this is YOUR community and 
you know what you need and 
want to buy. By joining together 
as a group you can choose who 
you buy from and make sure 
you get the best price. Whether 
it is dog food, heating oil or 
telephone and internet services, 
together you can save money, 
and that can make a real 
difference.” 


Who benefits from 
The Buying Group? 
In a nutshell...YOU do! Whether 
you are an individual, a family, 
a community group or project 


This supplement 
has been produced 
with the generous 
assistance of the 
following local 
businesses, who 
are all supporting 
The Leys 
Community Buying 
Group by offering 
discounts and 
special deals to 
residents from The 
Leys. 


Save money by using your buying power! 
What is The Leys Community Buying Group? 


Lie on 


or a local business or school, 
savings are all possible. And as 
well as saving money on your 
regular bills there are also ways 
to get cash back on purchases 
at certain shops, and the 
possibility of jobs being created 
as a result of the buying group. 

Chris added: “It’s a way to 
turn your community into a first 
class community with new jobs 
as well as financial benefits.” 

The plan for The Leys 
includes a Utility Bill Surgery. 
This facility will give 
householders, businesses and 
community groups the chance 
to switch providers, benefit from 
group buying and ultimately 
save money. Volunteers will be 
needed initially to launch the 
service in the community. 

Other job opportunities 
could include the selling and 
fitting of carefully sourced 
products to help save money 
further, and providing a 
recycling service for products 
such as old mobile phones or IT 
equipment. 


The Leys Community Buying Group Founding Sponsors 


Thanks go to: 


YA 
HEELAS 
Heelas 


BCB Central Limited 


DD 


Boots PLC 


By Sarah Edwards 


A buying group is a way for consumers to get great deals on things 
they buy on a regular basis. By joining a buying group, discounts and 
other special deals can be negotiated with large companies and 
corporations. One customer on their own has limited opportunities to 
get a better deal, but when you join with other like-minded 
people...the possibilities are almost endless! 

By creating a buying group for The Leys, YOU can start getting great 
deals on your household bills for things like telephone and internet 
and energy bills. 


CASE STUDY: Emma 


I could save over £550 and more! 
Emma lives on Greater Leys and she 
volunteered for Chris to look at her 
situation and estimate the likely 
savings she would make if she were 
to join The Leys Community Buying 
Group and the group. 

Chris said: “Emma was a perfect 
example as she and her husband live 
in a 2 bedroom house on The Leys 
and both work and shop locally. As 
we went through their outgoings I 
knew that she was going to be in for 
a very pleasant surprise!” 

Emma said: “When Chris went 
through the possible savings I had 
goosebumps. £550 per year 
minimum! That's like a holiday! It 
seems crazy that it is that much but 
I am not complaining and I think we 
should all get excited about this 
because I am guessing families with 
children can save even more?” 


She’s right they can! 


Mothercare 


Dominos 


H@®MEBASE 


Homebase 
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Many thanks to DW Contractors 
for sponsoring this page. 


Children’s Page 


Mum "Emily's a vegetarian, and 


The Leys News Story 


Mr Negen Nove’s reward 


Part Two 
By Anna Pavelin 


The story so far: 

On my way home from school I'd 
found a bus-pass belonging to 
an old man in Evenlode tower. I 
took it back to him hoping for a 
reward. It wasn't quite what I 
expected... 


I held my hand out and I could feel 
that he put something in it but when 
I looked it was empty. What he put 
in felt sort of hot and cold at the 
same time and tingly, very strange! 

"What is this?" I asked. 

"It's your reward of course! 
Which is nine wishes" he said, and 
just then his door opened and he 
headed towards it “hold on a 
minute" I called but it was too late, 
he went in and the door shut behind 
him. At that moment the lift arrived 
and I had started feeling a bit 
strange so I got in. 


The lift stopped on a couple of 


other floors as we went down and 
other people got in. I felt back to 
normal by the time I went out of the 
tower block. 

It had started getting dark so I 
thought I'd better run home, then I 
remembered my school bag again 
and started feeling miserable. As I 
was running up Windale Avenue I 
bumped into one of my mates. 

"What's up?" He asked. 

"Nothing much" I replied "It's 
just my Mum is going to kill me, I 


can't believe I'm so stupid, I wish I 
had my school bag". 

He looked at me a bit strange 
"What you on about? What's this 
then?" and he thumped the bag I 
was carrying on my shoulder. It was 
my school bag! But I'm telling you I 
was absolutely certain I hadn't had it 
a few seconds before, I remembered 
seeing it on the seat as the bus 
pulled away. I had even run after the 
bus and banged on the window but 
the driver wouldn't stop. 

"Duhh, I didn't mean schoolbag, 
I meant my bus-pass, that's what I 
lost!" I shouted back to my mate as 
I started running home again. 
Maybe I had walked into some really 
weird world but there was no point 
in trying to get anyone else to 
believe it... . 


When I got home the first person I 
saw was my sister Charlie and one of 
her silly friends. I didn't say 
anything to her. We don't usually 
talk to each other unless we are on 
holiday or out for the day 
somewhere. She used to really 
annoy me. She doesn't any more but 
I'll tell you why later. 

I was still puzzling over the 
reappearance of my school bag, and 
trying to work out if I'd gone mad. 
Then I remembered the words I'd 
said to my mate "I wish I had my 
schoolbag". Surely it couldn't be 


true about the nine wishes? I knew 
what to do (with hindsight, which 
means something you do after an 
event, it seems a bit stupid but it 
seemed like a good idea at the 
time), I would do a test. I would 
think of something we were very 
unlikely to have for dinner and then 
wish for it. I came up with macaroni 
cheese and fruit salad, I've had 
macaroni cheese at school but 
couldn't remember ever having that 
at home before. I said out loud (but 
not too loud in case Charlie and her 
friend heard "I wish we have 
macaroni cheese and fruit salad for 
dinner"). 

It was only five minutes later 
that Mum called us down for dinner. 

"You were late in today" she said 


as I came in the kitchen, but she 
didn't seem too bothered "Dad's 
working late tonight, so it's just you, 
me, Charlie and her friend". Charlie 
and her friend came in at that point 
as Mum was spooning something 
onto our plates. 

"Do you know Charlie's friend 
Emily?" Asked Mum 

"yes" I muttered in reply, I'd 
seen them giggling on the bus 
together a couple of times and it was 
enough for me to know that she was 
as silly as my sister. Just then Mum 
brought the plates over and I could 
see that it was macaroni cheese! 

"How come we're _ having 
macaroni cheese? We never have 
macaroni cheese!" I asked. 

"What's your problem?" Asked 


macaroni cheese is quick to make, 
so why shouldn't we have it?" 

"no reason" I replied "what's for 
pudding?" 

"fruit salad, and before you ask, 
it's because I'm on a diet, I put on 
too much weight at Christmas". 

Everyone started eating. I felt 
peculiar and must have had a funny 
look on my face because I was so 
astonished but no-one noticed. I 
didn't eat much, and it's not only 
because I don't like macaroni 
cheese. I know what you're thinking 
- "why did you wish for Macaroni 
cheese for dinner if you don't even 
like it?" well that's what I meant 
when I said with hindsight it was a 
stupid idea. I hadn't really believed 
in the nine wishes and macaroni 
cheese was the first thing I could 
think of which we were unlikely to 
have for dinner so I thought it would 
be a good test. 

It was Friday night and Emily 
was staying with Charlie. They were 
in the room next to mine and I had 
to put up with them giggling most of 
the night which meant I didn't get to 
sleep for ages and for some reason 
Mum wouldn't tell them off and said 
I should learn to be more tolerant. 

When I saw the Harry Potter 
films I used to think that would be 
amazing to live in a magical world 
like him and I couldn't think of 
anything better, but when it starts 
happening for real it's quite scary. I 
went to bed that night full of feelings 
of excitement mixed with fear, 
saying to myself one minute "It's 
only a coincidence" and the next 
minute "but what if it's really true?". 


Continued next month... 


The May Day Word Search 


Picture by Julian Dourado 


WIN family tickets for Oxford Philomusica! 


THERE IS NO doubt about it, Spring is definitely 


Day Word Search, Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 
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If you would like to sponsor this page, please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 


Why and how did you 
become a childminder? 

After having children, I went 
back to work but it didn't fit with 
my children's routines. I needed 
something to fit round my family 
rather than the other way round. 
I had two friends who were 
already childminders and they 
suggested I become one too. 


What's it like? Describe a 
typical day 

Organised chaos is how I'd 
describe it! I have six different 
children at various times in the 
week. It's good fun too, and it's 
great for my own children as 
they've always got someone to 
play with, and they get the 
benefit of seeing other children 


go through the various stages of 
growing up. 


What are the ups and 
downs? 

It's great watching the children 
progress and grow. You don't 
have to commute to work and 
have all the advantages of being 
at home. You can pick and 
choose your own hours and 
rates of pay. On the other hand, 
it means you never actually 
leave work too. You can also 
start to feel a bit isolated which 
is why it's great to come to 
places like the Leys Kiddie Club 
at the Dovecote, or to drop ins 
at the Children's Centre. You 
have to do quite a lot of paper 
work including record keeping, 


doing accounts etc, which is 
daunting at first, but you can 
get help with it. 


What sort of person do you 
think makes a good child 
minder? 

You have to be organised - 
routine is very important, and 
you need to plan activities for 
the children. You also need to be 
caring, and to like having fun 
and getting messy! 


So how does someone go 
about becoming a child 
minder? 

The first step is to contact 
OcIS - the Oxfordshire 
Children's Information Service. 
They will send you an info pack 


Why breast is best 


Maternity outreach worker 
Camille Kalaja 


IF YOU'RE EXPECTING a baby, 
have you thought about breast 
feeding? It has lots of benefits 
for both mother and baby. 

Camille Kalaja, a maternity 
outreach worker based on the 
Leys, explains that breast milk 
not only provides food but also 
medicine. 

The mother's antibodies 
help the baby to build up pro- 
tection against ear and chest 


infections, diarrhoea, and gas- 
troenteritis. Breastfed children 
also have a lower risk of child- 
hood diabetes, eczema, asth- 
ma and wheezing. 

What's more, breastfeed- 
ing can boost mental develop- 
ment and breastfed children 
tend to have straighter teeth. 

There are health benefits 
for the mother too — breast- 
feeding can reduce the risk of 
breast cancer and_ pre- 
menopausal ovarian cancer. 

It also helps keep the 
bones stronger in later life, 
and a big benefit is that it 
helps mum return to her pre- 
pregnancy figure more quickly. 

One thing that is often 
overlooked is the financial ben- 
efit of breastfeeding. 

Formula can cost as much 
as £45 a month while breast- 
feeding is completely free! 
That has to be a big bonus in 
these times of hardship. 

Having breastfed my own 
daughter for eighteen months 
I can also say that it saved a 
lot of hassle - no messing 
about with sterilising bottles 
and I didn't have to worry 


by Katie Chester 


about taking formula and bot- 
tles out with me, as I could 
just breastfeed on demand - 
easy! It was also the easiest 
way to soothe my baby when 
she was ill, and I knew that at 
the same time she was bene- 
fitting from my immunity. 

However, people are some- 
times put off breastfeeding 
because although it's natural, 
it is also a learned skill and 
may take a little time to get 
used to. 

In the past we would have 
been used to seeing women 
breastfeed their babies around 
us and would have lots of help 
on hand from women who'd 
done it before, but, as Camille 
explains, these days some- 
times women don't see babies 
being breastfed and don't 
know where to turn when they 
need help. That's where 
Camille can come in. 
"Breastfeeding is like tuning 
the radio - a little bit of fine 
tuning (of the position of the 
baby for example) can make 
all the difference, and small 
changes can mean that breast- 
feeding becomes easy." 


If you would like to breastfeed, and would like some help or advice, Camille is on hand 
to help. She sees pregnant women in small groups to explain about breastfeeding, she 
sees families and babies at the midwifery drop in at Cuddesdon Corner on Wednesdays 
and at the breastfeeding cafe on Fridays between 10.30am-12.30pm. She can also 

visit you at home, so give her a call on 0798 995 7524. 
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Leys Parenting 
Becoming a child minder 


Have you ever thought about becoming a child minder? For a parent of young children it could be the ideal job — a way 
of staying at home with your own children, while earning money for looking after other people's children at the same 
time. Katie Chester spoke to Maureen Sim who has been working as a childminder since 2006 and is now a GEM - part 
of the Guidance from Experienced Mentor System, giving support to new local childminders in their first year. 


and through them you can 
book onto a_ pre-briefing 
session, which are held quite 
frequently. You'll need to do 
paediatric first aid training, 
and OFSTED come to check 
your home. 

You also need CRB checks. 
The whole process can take six 
months to a year before you 
finally get registered. There is 
an initial financial layout as 
you may need to pay for your 
training and checks before you 
can start earning money. There 
are several organisations that 


will help and support you 
through the process including 
the childminders association 
(NCMA) and the TRIO network, 
so you're never on your own. 


OCIS can be contacted on 
08452 262636. If you think 
childminding might be for 
you, why not give them a 
call today? 

If you'd like an informal 
chat, Maureen can be 
found at the Leys Kiddie 
Club at the Dovecote on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and 


Thursdays from 
9.30am-2.30pm and on 
Fridays from 9.30am 
-1.30pm. It's a drop in 
session costing 25p per 
family, which includes a 
hot drink for the adult and 
snack for the children. 

The childcare 
development worker from 
TRIO is also usually there 
on the last Thursday of 
each month. 


Leys ( Children Centre launch new Website 


HELEN AND RUBYANN DIMMICK 
take part in the online treasure hunt 
at the launch of the Leys Children's 
Centre website. Also pictured is 
Trudi Ashmore, children's centre 
volunteer and part time worker, who 
did nearly all the technical work for 
the website. The launch was held at 
the ABLE centre behind Blackbird 
Leys library, where co-ordinator 
Nicola Bird put on two special 
courses for people interested in 
developing their IT skills. Families 
also found out about the home 
access programme- which can 
provide up to £500 to low income 
families to get on line. Go on the 
website — look under ‘using 
computers' and find out more! 


The address of the new website is www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Need help giving 
up smoking? 


With your local 


NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 


0845 40 80 300 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


INHS 


Vl 


SMOKEFREE 
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Whats On at The Leys Children's Centre 


May 2010 
[Wonday [Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Fiiday 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


01865 773263 


(Linked with 
Orchard Meadow 
School 

01865 778609) 


PEEP for 1s # 
9.30am — 10.30am 
Call 01865 395145 


Stay & Play for 
Babies, dads, mums 
& carers 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 
Contact Mikko Enticknap 
01865 773263 


Sparklers 
Every other Tuesday 
10.00am — 11.30am 
; : Contact Ruth Donaldson 
Help with Reading, 01865 779615 
Writing and Spelling* 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


01865 779615 


Stay & Play 
with lunch 
(small fee) 
11.00am-2.00pm 
Legal Advice Direct 
1.00pm — 4.30pm 
Contact Valerie O'Malley 
01865 779615 
to make an appointment 


Speech and Language 
Advice available 
12.00pm — 1.00pm 


Job Centre Plus 
1.00pm — 2.00pm 
See Trudi at Cuddesdon 
Corner 


The Listening Centre 
12.30pm — 9.00pm 
Phone 01865 794794 


The Listening Centre 
5.00pm — 9.00pm 


Coming Soon 


# For information on other 


Manicure, Pedicure 
and Eyebrow Tinting* 
Starting 28 April 
9.30am — 11.30am 
Contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


ESOL group* 
Starting 3 February 
9.30am — 11.30am 
Contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


Midwife Clinic 
for post natal and baby 
checks, support and 
advice, 
12.30pm — 2.30pm, 
drop-in or 
phone 01865 221696 
for an appointment 


The Listening Centre 
5.00pm — 9.00pm 


Signing* 
Starting 22 April 
9.30am — 11.30am 
Contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre 
(for advice on benefits, 
money advice and debt) 
10.00am — 1.00pm. 
Contact Jackie Knight 
01865 770206 
Also for details of other 
drop-in sessions 


Preparing for Work* 
Starting 6 May 
1.00pm — 3.00pm 
Contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


The Listening Centre 
5.00pm — 9.00pm 


The Breastfeeding 
Cafe 
For pregnant 
and feeding mums 
10.30am — 12.30pm 
Contact Camille Kalaja 
0789 995 8316 


Stay & Play 
with lunch 
(small fee) 
11.00am — 2.00pm 


Personal Safety Awareness session 
HENRY 
Family Links 
Food Safety 
First Aid 
National Family Week and 
Talking with Babies Week 
(31 May — 6 June) 
Child Safety Week 
(21 — 25 June) 


PEEP groups in the area 
contact 01865 395145 


For more details contact Anne Wells 
on 01865 779615 


Orchard 
Meadow 


01865 778609 


Salsa 
9.30am — 10.30am 
Contact Carol Caufield 
01865 777175 


Family Links* 
9.15am — 11.15am 
Contact Carol Caufield 
01865 777175 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Stay and Play 
9.30am — 11.00am 
contact Nicky Solomon 
01865 777796 


Windale 
01865 777796 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women 
9.30am — 10.30am 
To book an appointment 
contact Camille Kalaja on 
01865 788688 


Baby Massage 
for babies 
from 8 weeks old 
1.00pm — 2.00pm 
Contact 
Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


Leys Health 
Centre 


*CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 


Saturday 


Dad's Zone 
10.00am — 1.30pm 
Contact Conroy Harris 
0777 540 7524 


Maluchy - Little Ones 
10.00 — 11.00am 

For information contact 

07951 263 191 (English) 

or 07874 187 704 (Polish) 


Stay and Play 
9.00am — 11.30am 


Stay and Play 
12.45pm — 3.00pm 


Sewing Circle* 
9.00am — 11.00am 
Contact Nicky Solomon 
01865 777796 


Cooking and Coffee 
Contact Carole Pether 
01865 778609 


PEEP for 1s 
9.30am — 10.30am 
Call 01865 395145 


Creative Group* 
1.30pm — 2.45pm 
contact Nicky Solomon 
01865 777796 
(small fee for materials) 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Chifdren’s Centres 


for families in Oxfordshire 


Find more information on our website 
www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Parents Coffee 
Morning 
9.00am — 11.00am 


Sure Star 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 
If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 
Marie Jones on 01865 484866 or marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


Students for the day 
at Brookes 


Leys News ran a five week Community Journalism Training Course earlier this year 
that gave students the chance to find out what it is like to write for a newspaper, 
and to improve their writing skills, learn about interviewing techniques and 
research and actually provide articles and photographs for the paper. The course 
was made possible thanks to generous funding from Oxford Brookes University. 


Photo: Donna Joy 


Leys News Community Journalist students 


at the Brookes University publishing workshop 


The African School 


FREE CLASSES FOR anyone who wants to learn 
about African culture take place at Jubilee Hall in 
Sorrell Road, Blackbird Leys every Monday from 
7.00-8.30pm. 

The African School is a cultural education 
project that was set up in September last year. Its 
aim is to teach people about the societies of Sub- 
Saharan Africa with a focus on pre-colonial times, 
and to give a balanced, positive view of African 
history. 


The African School was set up by Natty Mark 


FIVE COMMUNITY JOURNALISM students 


from Leys News took part in a publishing 
workshop at Oxford Brookes University, to 
find out more about newspaper design. 
The students have all recently 
completed the Leys News Community 
Journalism Training Course and visited 


Brookes as the final module of their 
studies. 

Donna Joy, who is now a regular 
contributor to Leys News said: "I have 
really enjoyed learning about page design 
and seeing how it all comes together. I was 
a bit nervous about coming to Brookes but 
the workshop was really relevant to Leys 
News and very useful. Our tutor Sally was 
brilliant." 

James Whiteley added: "My visit to 
Brookes was really inspiring and 
challenging and it was great to be learning 
in class again." 

Students who completed the Leys News 
Community Journalism course will receive 
certificates and have the chance to 
contribute news, features and photographs 
to the paper. 


If you would like to join the next training 
course please email editor@leysnews.co.uk 
for more information. 


who also runs courses in London and will be 
teaching at Ruskin College, Oxford from July 9-11. 
The course at Ruskin will look at pre-colonial 
central African societies. 


Look out for next month's Leys News when 
Natty's African School will be the subject of our 
Big Feature. 


For information email Natty Mark on nattyhifi@googlemail.com or call 0774 8031529 


PLANS FOR BROOKES GET THE GO AHEAD 


Improvements are crucial to continued success of the university 


AT A FULL council 
meeting, City Council- 
lors decided to approve 
Oxford Brookes Uni- 
versity's revised plans 
for new library and 
teaching facilities at 
the Gipsy Lane site. 
Speaking after the 
meeting Vice Chancel- 


lor, Professor Janet 
Beer said, "We are 
delighted by this deci- 
sion which marks the 
beginning of vital 
improvements to our 
facilities. This devel- 
opment will provide 
generations of stu- 
dents with  inspira- 


work to address the 
concerns of our neigh- 
bours as well as the 
more proactive 
approach to wider 
community issues 
that has begun. 

"I want to thank 
the many individuals 
from the local 
community who have 
worked with us to find 
the best possible 
solution to concerns 
whilst preserving the 
vision. 

"Oxford Brookes 
makes a huge contri- 
bution to the econom- 
ic well-being of the 
city and the region - 
we add £1m a day to 
the local and national 
economy. These new 
facilities are essential 
to the continued suc- 
cess of the university." 


tional 


teaching and 
learning spaces. 


"The decision 
comes after extensive 
consultation and dis- 
cussion and we are 
committed to working 
closely with local resi- 
dents and the Council. 
We will continue to 
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Leys Learning 


STUDENT LIFE 
ON THE LEYS 


Leys News Community Journalist Nindy 
Devi has been a student host for the last 
four years, and students come to stay with 
her from all over the world. 

Nindy said: "I enjoy helping the students with 
their English language and showing them around 
Oxford. Living with a host family is the best way 
to totally immerse yourself in another culture. 
You share meals with them and _ practice 
speaking as you chat about your day. At 
weekends we have trips and barbecues to look 
forward to." 

Nindy hosts her students through the EF 
Foundation, a not-for-profit. organisation that 
gives families the chance to extend a welcoming 
hand to foreign students as an EF Host Family or 
International Exchange Coordinator. 

Nindy's latest guest is Eduardo David Tromentin 
[pictured above]. 

Eduardo said: "I came to study for two 
weeks at the EF International School in 
Headington and I am from Juan-les-Pins in 
France on the Cote d'Azur. It is a major holiday 
destination popular with the international jet- 
set, with casinos, nightclubs and beaches." 

Eduardo has already visited the Houses of 
Parliament and Big Ben, he added: "I also had a 
ride on the London Eye - the new landmark for 
London!" 


GOLDEN TICKET FOR 
GETTING OUT OF POVERTY 


THE BLITZ IT Hub is based in the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre, and 
provides courses and opportunities for 
those with little or no computer skills. 
BLITZ is here to help local people 
develop their skills and potential. The 
initiative is to help build a brighter 
future for the Leys residents, offering 
advice and guidance in order for them 
to achieve their goals. 

The IT industry is seen by many as 
the golden ticket to a way out of 
poverty, and the courses offered by 
BLITZ can be used as building blocks 
for either setting up a business or 
developing an individual so that they 
have the skills needed to get work in 
industry. 

BLITZ offers a range of courses to 
help people gain skills. The courses are 
open to everyone and are provided, 
wherever possible, free of charge to 
those in full time education, on low 
income, or are unemployed and seek- 
ing new skills. 

The skills that will be taught in the 
BLITZ IT Hub’s sessions are skills for 
life. They can be used anywhere by 
anyone. They are transferable into the 
office, industrial or educational envi- 
ronments and can help people get con- 
nected to other like-minded people, 
groups or initiative. 


THE INTERNET: are you 


connected yet? 


If you have not yet taken the big step of 
getting online, then here are a few tips to 
get you started: 

If you know someone who has computer 
skills and is able to pass them on, it can be a 
great way to learn. Just ask. It means you'll 
have someone to ask questions on the set up 
and functions of the computer and the internet 
as well to practise the basics such as sending 
an email and how to 'surf' the internet. 

If you would like to go on a free internet 
course for beginners then Blitz can help you - 


just give John Clifford a call on Oxford 714492 


or drop into the Blitz IT Hub at the Community 
Centre. 

Nearly all libraries have computers 
available to use for free and many offer free 
internet access. Many libraries also offer free 
online courses that you can register for. 


To find out about courses or to book a place ring 
John Clifford on Oxford 714492, or call into the 


Blitz IT Hub, in the Community Centre on 
Blackbird Leys Road (opposite the Top Shops), 


or email blitzithub@yahoo.co.uk 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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FRESH FACED WITH 
CASH TO SPARE! 


LOOKING good really does not need to cost the earth, and 
as well as picking up bargain clothes and accessories, there 
is no reason why you can't replenish your make up bag 


while you do the weekly shop too. 


budget. Plus you get loyalty points. 


have a bit of a spring makeover. 


Picture: Boots UK 


Our supermarkets have great selections of cosmetics, beauty 
products and hair care and many of the prices of even big brand 
names are cheaper than elsewhere. Coupled with the fact that you 
can take advantage of any buy one get one free offers, your local 
Superstore is a good place to start if you want to look good ona 


This season, colour is everywhere. Nails, lips and eyes have all 
had the rainbow treatment and with Chanel launching their latest 
nail colour in a vibrant green, it's time to head to the shops and 


Nude tones are also very catwalk this season and as well as 
shoes, clothes and bags getting the pinky beige treatment, make 
up colours and nail colours are following suit. 

However, if it's full on colour you want and you don't want to 
break the bank then look no further than Superdrug. The new 
Make Up Academy range is bright, bang on trend and each item 
only costs £1! That's less than a cup of take out coffee! 

Choose from 100 products including mascaras, eye-shadows, 
lip-glosses, lipsticks and nail paints all at www.superdrug.com and 
at select stores. 
Whether you prefer the natural look or want to make impact 
with some bright shades, there are bargains to be had on the high 
street, online and in your local supermarket. Next time you are 
buying fish fingers and cat food, don't forget to check out the 
beauty treats! 


N°7 NT 


N° 


Leys News | May 2010 


Looking good for less 


Spring and 
Summer 
Trends 2010 


By Sian Jones, 
fashion writer 


Picture: Tesco 


chic, wear with heels for the 
office or rolled up with san- 


dals on your days off. 


Why not try the tribal 
trend? Release your wild side 
with bright colours and ani- 
mal prints. Excessive beading 
and statement bib necklaces 
are important features of this 


trend. A tribal maxi 


would look bang on trend this 


summer. 


Retro inspired tie dye 
pieces seem to be appearing 
on catwalks and the high 
street. To try this tricky 
trend, make sure the rest of 
you outfit is simple and mod- 
ern to avoid looking outdat- 


ed. 


When searching for your 
new Spring/Summer wardrobe, 
the highstreet is the most obvi- 
ous place that comes to mind 
but don't overlook your local 
supermarket. Supermarket 
couture is on the rise, Tesco 
and Asda and Sainsburys are 
stepping up their game to 
compete with top highstreet 
names. Their ranges are sur- 
prisingly on trend and very 


Supermarket chic is 
the perfect way to 
update your look 
without having to 
splash too much 


affordable. Look out for Flo- 
rence and Fred (F&F) at 
Tesco, Tu at Sainsburys and 
George at Asda. 

Online shopping’ has 
become bigger than ever. 
What could be better than 
bargain hunting from the 
comfort of your own living 
room? Asos.com which 
stands for As Seen On 
Screen, mixes highstreet, 
designer and their own pieces 
to create endless choice for 
men, women and children. 

Missguided.co.uk and 
Boohoo.com are more prati- 
cal for budget shopping, 
catering only for women. Not 
forgetting Very.co.uk, which 
is an online department 
store, stocking everything 
from party dresses to lawn 
mowers. 

Weather you choose the 
tie dye trend at Topshop or 
tribal treats from Tesco, have 
fun creating you new 
Spring/Summer wardrobe! 


No 7 Stay Perfect Nail Colour from Boots £6.75 each 


BOOK YOUR 
NHS DENTAL 
CHECK-UP NOW 


717749 


K. Colton B.D.S.c 
Leys Dental Practice 


50 Blackbird Leys Road 


SPRING/SUMMER 2010 is the 
prettiest it's ever been, and 
with a fantastic high street 
plus the rise of supermarket 
couture there's no reason for 
anyone to miss out. 

It's nothing new that 
Spring/Summer collections are 
traditionally lighter and more 
feminine than Autumn/Winter, 
but this year femininity goes to 
a whole new level. Soft pinks 
and nude tones are key, while 
material is soft, flowing and 
ruffled. A key item to look out 
for is a white blazer which will 
take you effortlessly from 
Spring to Summer. Florals are 
big news, and delicate pas- 
tels are the only colours to be 
seen in. For a slightly tougher 


look you could try the utility cash. 


or tribal trend. There's some- 
thing to suit everyone this 
season. 

Florals and Spring have 
obvious connections, why not 
celebrate the season with a 
pretty floral dress, or a floral 
top with a 1950s style A line 
skirt. An obvious trend that 
works well with florals is pas- 
tels. To avoid looking sicken- 
ingly sweet, throw on an 
edgy leather jacket or some 
biker boots, until the weather 
gets warmer. 

The utility trend is big and 
great for work wear or chill- 
ing out. Think of relaxed mil- 
itary. Khaki colours are 
essential. Chinos look uber 


Above: 
Stonewashed denim 
jacket £20, purple 
tote bag £20, 
checked dress £16, 
skinny belt £2 and 
triple strap heels 
£18 all by Florence 
and Fred at Tesco. 


Right: 
Stripe vest £10 by 
Tu at Sainsbury’s 


Picture: Tu at Sainsbury’s 


S& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 


Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 


in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 


Time to get ready for the summer! 


IT'S really not that many weeks ago when we were all shivering and covering ourselves in as many layers as 


possible to keep out the winter chills. 


THE COLD WEATHER always plays havoc 
with our hair, skin and nails and also 
makes us reach for the hot chocolate, 
biscuits, toast and any other comfort food 
we can get our hands on! Central heating 
and biting, icy weather make us miserable 
and make our skin shrivel! 

However, it may not be bikini weather 
just yet, but the sun is definitely shining 
and this means that if you haven't done so 
already, pretty soon you will be baring your 
arms and legs in an attempt to catch a bit 
of early sun. 

To make sure you don't get caught out 
with pasty white skin, dry, flaky nails and 
hair that has seen better days, follow our 
simple DIY beauty tips to get ready for 
spring and summer. 

@ Take a look at your diet and exercise 
regime. If your jeans are a bit tight and 
you are struggling to get into last year's 
strappy tops now is the time to take action. 
If you need a bit of morale support, then 
think about joining a class such as Weight 
Watchers or Slimming World. Both are 
excellent and offer sound advice and a 
healthy, balanced approach to diet and 
exercise. 

@ Get scrubbing! Regular body scrubbing 
will rid your skin of dead, dry flakes and 
leave you positively glowing. This also 
boosts your circulation and leaves you with 
the perfect base to apply a little fake tan or 
one of the body lotions that contain a hint 
of self tanner. 

@ Get your hair in order. Expensive cuts, 
colours and treatments are not always the 


answer so don't panic if your tresses are 
less than perfect! A quick trim and a simple 
hot oil conditioning treatment will work 
wonders and keep you in budget! 

@® Start using hand cream and massage it 
into your nails as well as hands and arms. 
Within a couple of weeks you will see a 
difference. 

@ Drink water, cut down on processed 
foods and alcohol and take advice about 
giving up smoking. All of these things will 
impact on your skin and general health and 
wellbeing. It's spring-time for a fresh start! 


We want your top tips for looking good on 
a budget! 

Email editor@leysnews.co.uk and tell us 
your secrets to be in with a chance of 
winning some fabulous beauty goodies in 
the next issue of Leys News. 


Picture: Tesco Health and Beauty 


Treacle Moon Raspberry Bath and Shower 


Gel £2.89 from Tesco 


A fond farewell to a community guru: continued from page 3 


Paul's vision of the role of 
the community centre has 
been to provide a space for 
all. He said: "We want 
people to feel open, com- 
fortable and that people 
are there to care or can 
refer you on to another 
agency. 

“Partnership working 
has been one of the things 
I am really pleased about. 
We're not here to duplicate 
services but to provide a 


space for what's not going 
on somewhere else". 

The colourful, welcom- 
ing community centre 
boasts a youth centre, 
adult education facilities 
and the opportunity to 
work collaboratively and 
creatively with many other 
projects, such as 
Soundworks and the Art 
Room. 

To lose someone of this 
calibre from Blackbird Leys 


is prompting a sense of 
loss. Colleagues say how 
much they love and will 
miss him, and speak of the 
momentum that his work 
has now brought about. "I 
hope that what we've cre- 
ated will be strong enough 
to continue," agrees Paul. 
"We have the structures in 
place. There are some fan- 
tastic individuals doing fan- 
tastic work." 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 
are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00pm-4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Baby Cafe: Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre, Fridays, 10.30am 
- 12.30pm. www.thebabycafe.org 
@ Carole Roberts, 01865 788688 


The Barn Youth Project 
Session for ages 7-12 is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. 
Wednesdays is for young people 
aged 13-20, & runs from 
7pm-9pm. 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities & advice for young peo- 
ple. @ 01865 772886. 


Brownies: Thursdays, Holy 
Family Church Hall. Gill Manning, 
@ 01865 770959 


Dovecote - Afterschool Club 
Mondays — Thursdays 
Saturday Club: 10am-1pm. For 
5-12 year olds. £2.50 per child 
per session. @ 01865 712299 


Leys Kiddie Club: In the 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room, 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Fridays, 9.30am-2.30pm. £1. 
Price includes a hot drink and a 
soft drink for children. 


Maluchy: group for Polish speak- 
ing families with children ages 0-5. 
Saturdays, Cuddesdon Corner 

family centre. 9.30-10.30am 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and Girls 
ages 13 to 18. Thursdays 
7.30-9.30pm. @ 01869 259681 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group provides a safe 
forum to explore issues of race 
and racism with other parents, 
while the children have fun play- 
ing and getting to know each 
other. @ 01865 776691 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 6293353 


Rainbows: Girls aged 5 to 7. 
Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Laura Tumer, 07787528120 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English in friendly groups. 
@ Annette 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ Helen McLuckie 550227 
@ hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


Boxing training. Youth Centre 
at the Leys Linx, Blackbird Leys 
Rd. Tues & Thurs 7.30-9.00pm. 
@ 01865 715815. 


BL Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and 

Sat & Sun 11.15am-1.00pm. 
Thursdays, 12-1pm, parent 
and toddlers. 

Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30-3.30pm, families only. 
@ 01865 467042. 


A quick guide to what’s available in the Leys. If you have a service or 
event you'd like to include in What’s On, please ring 01865 711756. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre 

@ Bouncy fun for under 5s, Mon 
10.30-12pm 

@ Body Conditioning, Mon 
10-11am 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue 6-7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, Tue 
7-7.45pm 

e@ Aerotone, Wed 6-7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu 5-6pm 
@ Circuit Training, Thu 
7.05-7.55pm 

® Boxercise, Fri 10-11am 
@ Step & Tone, Fri 6-7pm 
All activites cost from £1.20 


The Clockhouse 

Activities, Friendship, Learning 
and Fun for over 50s on the Leys. 
The Clockhouse is on Long 
Ground, Greater Leys — look for 
the clock on the roof. 

@ Sally Meachim 01865 395908 


Gardening Club 

for the over 55s 

First Thursday of each month 
2-4pm. £2. Clockhouse 
Community Centre. 

@ 01865 395908 


Oxford Survivors Free Drop-in 
A self-help group of people who 
use or have used mental health 
services. Fri and Sat, 
10.30am-3.30pm Blackbird Leys 
community centre. 

@ 01865 455868 

@ oxford.survivors@supanet.com 


The Listening Centre. 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. Mondays: 
12.30pm-8.30pm. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays: 5.30pm-8.30pm. 
@ 01865 794794 


PET HATES 


An occasional tirade by Alan Witton 


Political Correctness gone mad 


Slimming World. 

Thursdays, 5.15pm & 7.00pm, 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 
@ Gill, 01865 730009 


Diary Dates 


Sat 1st May 

May Day Bazaar 

Books, cakes, bricabrac, lucky 
dip, tombola, refreshments & 
more. 10.30am to 4pm, FREE. 
Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn 
Hall Street. 
www.oxfordcruse.co.uk 

@ 07855391176 

@ vmroberts@hotmail.co.uk 


Sun 23rd May 

Love Oxford 2010 

Family friendly Christian 
celebration in huge tent 
followed by picnic! 10.30am to 
12.30pm, FREE. South Park, 
Oxford. 
www.loveoxford.org.uk 

@ 01865 254802 

@ loveoxford@staldates.org.uk 


Blackbird Leys 
Library 


Monthly Rhymetime 
for under 5s 

Saturday May 22, 
10.30am-11.00am. 
Come along join in and 
sing some rhymes 
using hand puppets and 
musical instruments. 
Free drop in session 
Parents are required to 
stay during activity! 


Blackbird leys Library 
and Learning Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road 
Oxford, OX4 6HT 


® 01865 770403 


PPX 
OXFORD 
CITY 
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Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys (car park in Poulton Place) 
@ For all enquiries, Baptisms, and next year's First Holy 
Communions, etc, please phone the church office 01865 779658 


Regular Services: 

Sunday Masses (including Mother's Day, 14th March) 
9.30am, with music and children's liturgy. 

12noon in Portuguese, 

and 6.00pm. 


Leys Community Church 
@ Richard and Kate Colbrook, 01865 714153 


Meetings: 
3.30pm on Sunday afternoons at the Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special activities for children and young people. 


The Church of the Holy Family 


@ Rev David Parry, 01865 778728 
www. holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Eucharist: 
Every Sunday, 10am, with children's church. 


Timeout: 
Reflective evening worship. Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: 
Mondays, for hall bookings, wedding arrangements and 
enquiries, 6.30-7.30pm. 


Fellowship for discussion: Most Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
Prayer, Bible study. 


Mon 3rd May - NO church office hour (Bank Holiday) 
Thur 13th May 7.30pm Ascension Day Service 

Sun 23 May Pentecost: Love Oxford Events in South Parks 
Sun 30 Trinity Sunday 

Mon 31 NO church office hour (Bank Holiday) 


Bamboo Qi Gong Club 


Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7.30-8.45pm, The Barn 
(Off Dunnocks Way) 


FREE! Learn the relaxing art of Qi Gong by qualified registered 
instructor. Improve your general health and fitness through gentle 
exercise. Over 16's all welcome, just turn up. 

@ 07833 536121 
bbleys.bambooqgigong@yahoo.co.uk 


Area Committees 


THE INITIALS "PC" can mean 
different things in different 
circumstances. It can get you 
a Personal Computer, which 
many of us depend on, and 
most of us (be honest!) have 
contemplated putting a brick 
it at one time or 


through 
another! Or perhaps a Police 
Constable, who might be a 
useful person to have by you 


in a scrape, but you hope 
you're not going to need one 
too often. Or, most recently, it 
can stand _ for Political 
Correctness. 

There are two things you 
need to know about Political 
Correctness: - 

(a) It has nothing whatsoever 
to do with politics, though 
plenty to do with politicians; 
and 

(b) It is not necessarily, or even 
usually, correct. 

Whoever dreamed up this 
concept that, in a free and 
supposedly democratic society, 
we are all supposed to be 
Politically Correct? Whoever 
they are, just give me ten 


minutes alone with them, that's 
all I ask. 

Political Correctness starts 
from good intentions - but the 
road to hell is paved with them. 
It is certainly good that we try 
to give equal civil rights to all 
citizens, irrespective of age, 
ability or disability, sex, belief 
or lack of it, or ethnic origin. 
But who dreamt up _ the 
nightmare that if you're 
recruiting waiters for a Chinese 
restaurant, you have to 
interview people who don't fit 
the image at all? Who, most 
recently, told the Roman 
Catholic Church that "equality" 
meant that their adoption 
agencies had to accept same- 
sex couples as_ potential 
adopters - even though the 
concept of a same-sex couple is 
contrary to everything the 
Catholic Church has taught 
down the centuries? (Note that 
I am not commenting here on 
the larger issue of whether a 
same-sex couple should be 
contrary to Christian belief, only 
on whether a faith community 
should have the right to 
proclaim its beliefs and stick to 
them). 

The nearest parallel I can 
think of is if you should go into 
Tesco and say "I want to buy a 
violin". Then, when they say 
"Sorry, we don't sell violins; try 
the musical instrument shop in 


such-and-such street", you set 
up a great caterwauling saying 
that your "human rights" have 
been infringed! If you don't 
expect to buy violins in Tesco, 
then don't expect a_ faith 
community to offer you 
something that contradicts 
their philosophy. Would you 
complain after a church service, 
that the priest had upset you by 
mentioning God?! 

So lets bury Political 
Correctness, deep down 
somewhere it can never be 
resurrected again. 

Correctness, yes, we need 
that. Politics, yes (more 
uncertainly), we need a dose of 
that as well, now and again. 
But put the two together, and 
you produce a hell's-brew that 
nobody ought ever to be 
required to sample. 

"Correctness" in this 
context means a respect for 
what our fellow-citizens are, 
where they come from, and 
what they believe - while 
keeping tight hold of what we 
are, come from, and believe. In 
a community of mature, 
educated and civilised people, 
we ought to be able to cope 
with the proposition that other 
people are not quite the same 
as us. Because it gives us the 
right to be not quite the same 
as them. Which is probably a 
good thing. 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
abandoned vehicles @ street cleaning 
dog wardens @ ditches and streams 
decisions on planning applications 
public toilets © car parks @ allotments 
parks and countryside management 
street naming ® community centres 


South East Area Committee Meetings: 


Monday 10th May 
Rose Hill Community Centre, The Oval 
6.30pm 


Monday 7th June 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
6.30pm 


Monday 5th July 
Location to be confirmed 
6.30pm 


For further information ring 01865 252249 
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Leys News aims to bring you the best in local sporting action. If you would like 
to sponsor this page please email editor@leysnews.co.uk or ring 01865 711756 


Leys Sports 
Three hard earned points 


Unlikely hero - defender Kevin Sandwith - scored the only goal at the Kassam Stadium to give Oxford United another three 
vital points in the quest for play-offs against stubborn Wrexham. 


Oxford United - 
Wrexham 1:0 


Goal: 
Sandwith 82’ 


United: 

Turley - Batt, Day, Wright, 
Sandwith - Chalmers (63’ 
Bulman), Chapman, Deering, 
Potter - Midson, M.Green (89’ 
Woodley) 


Wrexham: 

Maxwell - Obeng, Westwood, 
Assoumani, Brown — 
Cieslewicz (76’ Baines), 
O'Leary, Taboubi (89’ Spann), 
Hunt (89’ Mitchley) - Taylor, 
Mangan 


Referees: 
I.Smedley — M.Eva, S.Rea 


Attendance: 
4745 (86 visitors) 


Recent games: 


27/03 
Oxford - Gateshead va 
30/03 
Stevenage - Oxford 1:0 
/ ‘ 02/04 
Lid é ; Hayes & Yeading - Oxford 2:1 
% Y SF 4 ! PA 05/04 
Celebrations for United after their recent win against Mansfield. United will play Rushden and Diamonds in the Play-Offs after a 1-0 final game defeat at Eastbourne Oxford - Salisbury 1:0 
which preserved the home side's status for another season. Oxford old boy Simon Weatherstone's dramatic late penalty decided the match and sparked great scenes of 
joy among the home fans which The U's will want to see replicated by their own supporters on Bank Holiday Monday. 10/04 
CHRIS WILDER MADE a few _ striker - James Constable, who Green’s effort in the 71st the season, United will have an instinctive save from Turley WUD ATC NSS oP siclte ot 
changes to his first eleven, did not even make it to the minute that hit a crossbar quality between the sticks. deep into stoppage time - 13/04 
notably giving a rare day off to bench, and the visitors having after a clever play from Alfie The defining moment of Deering needlessly gave away Oxford - Cambridge 0:0 
the regular goalkeeper Ryan _ nothing to play for this season _ Potter. the game came after 82 a free kick in front of the goal 
Clarke and recalling Billy it was hardly a surprise that On the positive side it was minutes - Sam Deering’s cross just outside the penalty box. 17/04 . 
Turley for the encounter when the referee decided to good to see Turley back in goal from the right found Sandwith Brown’s shot looked like it was Oxford - Mansfield 2:0 
against the Welsh side _ blow for half time the score commanding his defence with who headed the ball into the about to rob United of 2 points (Pictured Left) 
coached by former U’s legend _was 0:0. the usual authority. The fact far corner - cheers and sights before the goalie pushed it 24/04 
- Dean Saunders. For most of the second half that Clarke was announced the of relief on the terraces were _ onto his right hand post. Like I Eastbourme Borough - Oxford 1:0 


In the first half both teams 


it looked like the spectators 


player of the year clearly 


all there to be heard. 


said before - quality... 


It could all have still 
finished bitter if it wasn’t for 


created few chances with 
Oxford missing their best 


were not going to see a single 
goal with the exception of Matt 


meant that whatever happens 
between now and the end of 


Motorsport diary sy kevin Dyer 


WITH THE Formula One season now 
well under way and four races under its 
belt so far, the two Oxfordshire teams 
are experiencing different fortunes. 
Renault is currently fifth in the 
constructor's championship with 46 
points and the Williams team having 
experienced various technical issues 
they are in seventh place at the 
moment with just six points. 

Following the Chinese Grand Prix, Sam Michael, team 
Technical Director at Williams said: "It was disappointing not 
to score points today with either car. Some of the calls on 
our pit stops were wrong, some were right, but overall we 
weren't fast enough and didn't make the right decisions. 
Rubens made a good start so we have improved in that area 
since Malaysia. We're now looking ahead to Barcelona to 
take a step forward with our performance." 

There is increasing concern that the next Grand Prix in 
Barcelona may be affected by the disruption to air travel due 
to the Icelandic volcanic eruption, however according to 
Formula One boss Bernie Ecclestone he says the situation 
poses no threat to next month's Spanish Grand Prix taking 
place and it is unlikely to be affected. 

It was not the best of starts to the season for 
Oxfordshire teenager Bradley Smith competing in the 
opening round of the MotoGP World Championship. 

In the 125cc race Bradley, despite suffering from lack of 
top speed on his bike, battled bravely through to eighth 
place in a race won by his team mate. 

The Japanese round of the championship that was due to 
take place on April 25 has now been switched to October 3 
due to the air traffic disruption in Europe. The next round of 
the championship will be in Jerez, Spain on May 2. 


Blackbirds’ Girls 


The Oxford Blackbirds Football 
Club is launching a new girl's 
section and organisers are on the 
look out for new players of all ages 
and abilities. 

Training has already started, 
but new members are welcome to 
go along to the sessions to find out 
more on Saturdays from 12noon- 

: 1.30pm at the pitches at Blackbird 
— : Leys Leisure Centre. 

Please wear suitable outdoor 
clothing and shin pads if you have 
them. 
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For more information please call 
Clive Buckett on 07964 612430 or 
Kevin Trendall on 07879 400364. 


Team members wanted 


Greater Leys Youth Club are 
looking for boys and girls aged 
seven and eight (school year 2/3) 
to join our new teams. 

Training is on Thursday 
evenings at Blackbird Leys playing 
field between 6pm and 7pm. All 
coaches are FA level 1 and are 
CRB checked through the Foootball 
Association. 


If you require any further 
informatiom, please contact Ian on 
07810 716898 


Are you involved with motorsport in Oxfordshire? We would like to hear from 
you. If you want to get in touch please email editor@leysnews.co.uk 


